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PREFACE. 



-•♦" 



Th£ contents of this little volume consist of four 
addresses which were delivered at a series of draw- 
ing-room meetings held at the house of a friend in 
London. 

They deal with some of the foundation truths of 
the Faith of Christy as brought before us in the 
passage of Scripture then under immediate con- 
sideration. 

There are doubtless many other things which God 
has joined together; in His own character, in His 
dealings, and in the life and experience of the Chris- 
tian ; but as they are not directly referred to in the 
passage in question, such things did not come 
directly within our view. 

The addresses do not, therefore, pretend to be in 
any measure exhaustive of so wide ox^i ^<5s^sssQ>a. "^ 
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subject; and they are only published now in the 
hope that they may, by God's blessing, either bring 
the truths of which they speak more permanently 
before the minds of those who heard them delivered, 
or help others who desire to know the things that 
are freely given to us of God. 

Having been delivered extempore, and in a very 
colloquial fashion, the addresses have doubtless 
many defects. I trust, however, that my readers 
will pardon them for the sake of the eternally 
important truths which I have endeavoured to 
set forth. 

May God's gracious blessing attend the perusal of 
the following pages, for Christ's sake. 



S. A. BLACKWOOD. 



Maitob House, Cbayfobd, 
November 1877. 
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I. 

EIGHTEOUSNESS AND EEDEMPTIOK 

'* A just God, and a Saviour." — Isaiah xlv. 21. 

These words declare to us in the simplest and clearest 
language the character of the living God. They 
present to our view two attributes of His character, 
— His justice, and His mercy; His infinite and perfect 
righteousness on the one hand, and His compassion 
and saving power on the other. And I venture to 
say that unless we know God in these two aspects, 
and with regard to these two great fundamental 
features in His character, it is impossible for us to 
be at peace with Him. The words of Eliphaz, the 
Temanite, which he addressed to Job when he said, 
" Acquaint thyself now with God, and be at peace," 
are true still ; the only way of being at peace with 
God is to know Him. We must understand who 
He is, and what He is; how He feels towards us, and 
what are the principles of His government and the 
motives that actuate Him— and the Bible reveals 
Him to us so that we may know Him. The Bible 
declares to us the leading features of His character 
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and the principles of His action, and the passage 
before us exhibits Him in the two characteristics in 
which it is essential to salvation and life and peace 
that we should know Him. 

We are told then, first of all, that God is a jtist 
God. He is just in His ovm personal character ; 
and a little reflection will make us see that this is a 
necessity. If God is to have the adoration of His 
creatures, if He is to be intelligently and lovingly 
worshipped, it must be on this ground, for one thing, 
that He is perfectly just, unalterably true, infinitely 
holy; a God who had not this character, we may 
reverently say, would not deserve the adoration of 
His creatures. If there could be a flaw in His 
character on this or that point, any partiality or 
inequality in His dealings, if He could depart a 
hair's breadth from the strictest line of perfect 
justice, it would be quite possible for Him to depart 
any distance whatever ; there would then be no 
security for the angels in heaven, or for the main- 
tenance of order in the whole universe. All the 
foundations of order, of law, of justice, and of 
government would be overthrown ; the universe 
would be one great hell. 

But the Bible tells us that " it is impossible for 
God to lie," — ^to depart from the strictest lines of 
justice, impartiality, and trutL When, for instance, 
Moses proceeds to " publish the name of the Lord," 
he gives seven characteristics of God — all connected 
with this main fundamental feature of His character 
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-^" He is the Eock, His work is perfect ; for all His 
ways are judgment : a God of truth, and without 
iniquity ; just and right is He " (Deut. xxxii. 3). 
When Isaiah beholds the vision of the glory of God, 
lie hears the serapliim that surround His throne 
crying one to another, "Holy, holy, holy, is the 
Lord of hosts " (Isaiah vi. 3). When the prophet 
Zephaniah is denouncing the injustice and wicked- 
ness of men in most striking terms, he declares on 
the other hand the unalterable holiness of God, say- 
ing, " The just Lord is in the midst thereof ; He 
will not do iniquity : every morning doth He bring 
His judgment to light. He faileth not" (Zeph. iii. 5). 
Yes, we have a God infinitely holy, thoroughly im- 
partial, perfectly just; the foundations of His govern- 
ment are true and stable. " Justice and judgment are 
the habitation of His throne." It is impossible for 
God to depart one jot or one tittle from His own 
perfect law. We may not always be able to under- 
stand His actions, nor to unravel the perplexities that 
the present state of things brings to our minds; but 
if we once get hold of this fact, that our God is a 
just God, that He can never be partial or unequal in 
His ways, then we can say with His friend Abraham, 
" Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right ? " 
(Gen. xviii. 25.) When we see injustice and wrong 
prospering in the earth while religion and morality 
and truth are depressed; when we find in our own 
lives difficult things which we are unable to under- 
stand ; then, if we know His character, we can say 



2J. RIGHTEOUSNESS AND REDEMPTION. 

with Job, " Though He slay me, yet will I trust in 
Him ; " it rnvst be right. Now is the time of dark- 
ness when we have to walk by faith, and to trust 
God for the wisdom and justice of His dealings. 
The day is quickly coming when all will be made plain. 
Then He will be "justified when He speaks, and be 
clear when He judges;" then "the heavens shall 
declare His righteousness, for God is judge Himself." 
We look onward to that day when the redeemed of 
the Lord shall stand by the shore of the sea of glass 
mingled with fire, having the harps of God and sing- 
ing the song of Moses and the song of the Lamb, 
and when, all the mysteries of time having passed 
away, they shall unite in saying, " Great and mar- 
vellous are Thy works. Lord God Almighty; just and 
true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints. Thou only 
art holy; for Thy judgments are made manifest." 
Yes ! God will be manifested then as a just God; and 
all the accusations that ungodly men now level against 
the perfection of His government and the holiness 
of His ways will be scattered to the winds. 

But God is not only just in His own personal 
character ; He is just in His relations towards mart" 
hmd, God is a lawgiver. It is necessary that He 
should be so, for the Creator must give laws for 
His creatures, and as the lawgiver of mankind He 
is perfectly just. " The law of the Lord is per- 
fect " (Ps. xix. 7). " The law is holy, and the com- 
mandment holy, and just, and good" (Eom. vii. 12). 
It was originally revealed to Israel under ten heads, 
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known as the ten commandments; but the Lord 
Jesus Christ summed them up in two. He said of 
the law, that it was contained in two commandments; 
the first, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind, and with all thy strength," and the second, 
" Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." These 
two comprise the whole law of God for His creatures, 
and it is a perfectly just law. You cannot say that 
it is unfair or unjust. God has a right to the 
allegiance, the obedience, and the love of His 
creatures, and nothing less than this can satisfy Hi^, 
rightful requirements. 

It is sometimes said, " God hardly expects 
obedience to that law now. He has somewhat 
modified it. We do not live under the Jewish 
dispensation, but imder the Gospel, where His 
requirements are not so strict." But the law of 
God stands the same for ever. It can no more alter 
than the essential principles of right and wrong can 
alter. Light can never become darkness. The law 
of God, if it ever was right, and holy, and just, and 
good, must be the same for ever, for the God that 
gave it is unchangeable. "With Him is no variable- 
ness, neither shadow of turning." We accordingly 
find Jesus declaring in Matt. v. 1 7, that He was not 
come to destroy or impair the law, and consequently 
to release it from its obligations, but to fulfil it. He 
puts it on a broader basis than ever. He shows 
that its realm is wider and deeper than men thought. 
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There is a depth of meaning in it which a Jew 
seldom saw. The law of God is altered in this 
sense, that it has passed from the surroundings of 
types, and shadows, and ordinances, and ceremonies, 
into the full light of the perfect day. " The dark- 
ness is past, and the true light now shineth ;" but 
the law of God stands just the same. 

But it is often argued, "We are so weak that 
surely God will accept an imperfect obedience." 
Not so. The law of man does not change because 
there are imperfections in the criminal. As far 
as men can they make it a perfect law, and 
the welfare of society requires that that law be 
kept. It can tolerate no breaches of its enact- 
ments ; it does not pass over little thefts or little 
crimes because of the naturally bad character or 
imperfect education of the criminal. The law 
takes no cognisance of such pleas. The law of God 
abides unalterably the same, and no change of time 
or circumstance, no inherent weakness in the subject 
can ever modify the demands of the law of God, 
He is just as a lawgiver, and requires perfect com- 
pliance with His statutes. 

Then again He is just as SLjicdge, We allow it to 
be right and necessary that He should be just in His 
character and in His law. Do we acknowledge it 
to be equally essential that He should be just in the 
infliction of the sentence of His laws ? Do we clearly 
understand that this is equally necessary to the 
perfection of God ? What is the judgment He has 
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pronounced against the law-breaker? I am con- 
scious that I am speaking to law-breakers ; I am one 
myself, alas ! and every one that hears me, though 
perhaps unwilling to admit it in its fullest and 
deepest sense, is a transgressor of the law, — of the 
two great commandments of God. Of what infinite 
importance then is it to each one of us to know 
how the law of God affects ud. Will the Judge 
inflict the penalty as one who is inexorably just ; 
will He carry it out to the letter? If so, what 
is the sentence I have incurred by my departures 
from the law of holiness of life — of obedience and 
hearty service to Him to whom I owe my life and 
everything I have ? Hear the solemn sentence : 
" The soul that sinneth, it shall die." 

You may say (though if you knew yourself, you 
would see that it is not true), " I have not broken 
aU the commandments : I have doubtless failed to 
render complete obedience to all the laws of God ; 
I know I am a sinner, but my transgressions are 
more or less venial." But what does St. James tell 
us ? — " Whosoever shall keep the whole law, and 
yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. For 
He that said, Do not commit adultery, said also. 
Do not kilL Now, if thou commit no adultery, yet 
if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the 
law" (Jas. ii. lo, ii). Is there any one of us 
then who can truly urge that he has not incurred 
the sentence of capital punishment ? We may, per- 
haps, try to make out before our fellow-cnoatosA^ 
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that we are not so bad as others ; but not one of 
us can come into judgment before God, and claim 
to be free from the sentence He has pronounced 
against sin, — " the soul that sinneth, it shall die." 

" True," you say; "but God is merciful." Yes, but 
His mercy cannot override His justice. God cannot 
break His word ? If God is to be just. He must 
execute the sentence He has pronounced. He can- 
not be merciful at the expense of His justice, and 
it is manifest that if He were to pardon your sin 
by the mere exercise of His prerogative of mercy, 
His word which threatened punishment would not 
have been kept. He must carry out the law He 
has made, or cease to be just. An illustration from 
human life will make this evident. We will sup- 
pose that your child has been told by you that if 
he does a certain thing you must punish him. He 
does that thing, but he comes to you and confesses 
it, and for reasons which you consider good you 
decide not to punish him. You think that dis- 
cipline and the welfare of the child will be 
best promoted by a remission of the penalty. 
But what have you done ? You have been merciful, 
but you have broken your word. You have not- 
kept your own law, and you dare not do that often. 
You would find that the household would be in utter 
confusion. 

Imagine for a moment that a criminal is standing 
before the bar of one of our courts, and that the 
jury have brought in a verdict of guilty. But the^ 
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judge is a kind-hearted man, and notwithstanding 
that the law of his country, which it is his business 
to interpret and administer, pronounces a distinct 
sentence upon the prisoner, he decides, from motives 
of compassion, to treat the verdict as worthless, to 
disregard the law, and to dismiss the prisoner. If 
such a thing could take place, there would be no 
security for justice in England for one moment. The 
foundations of society would be out of course. Xaw 
is law, and mercy is mercy, and it is impossible that 
both can be administered at the same time. And if 
this be true with regard to earthly tribunals and 
human law, and true it is ! how can you for one 
moment expect that the Judge of all the earth, the 
Lawgiver of the universe, the God, on the faithful- 
ness of whose every word depends the stability of 
creation, will set aside the law which He has pro- 
mulgated, and for your convenience break His 
word ? No, it is impossible ! God is just ; God is 
holy ; and the whole creation will find it out one 
day. His " judgment is according to truth," and the 
day is quickly coming when the righteous judgment 
of God will be revealed. He is " a just God." 

But now let us look at the other side of His 
character. He is "a Saviour;'' and antagonistic 
and irreconcilable as these two attributes appear to 
be, He has in His wisdom and love devised a plan 
whereby He can save the sinner and yet meet to 
the uttermost jot and tittle of the law the require- 
ments of His justice. 
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He determined to cany out His law so that there 
should be no imputation of injustice or partiality 
from any intelligent being in His universe. God 
came into the world in the person of Jesus Christ. 
He determined to take human form, and in human 
form and flesh He took the sin of the whole world 
upon Himself. God became the sin-bearer, God 
the Creator took the creature's place ; He was " in 
Christ reconciling the world unto Himself;" "being 
found in fashion as a man. He humbled Himself, 
and became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross ; " and thus was " made a curse for us." 
Oh, what marvellous words ! " Christ made a curse!" 
The spotless Son of God made a curse ! Take that 
in — try and understand it. Go back eighteen 
hundred years, and stand beneath that cross of 
Calvary, and hear that Sufferer in His last words, as 
the iron enters into His soul, and the just wrath of 
God is poured out on His well-beloved Son — ^hear 
Him cry out in that terrible agony, " My God, My 
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ?" And what is 
the answer to that question ? The next verse but 
one of the psalm from which Jesus quoted that 
awful cry gives the answer, " Thou art holy!* It 
was because God was holy, just, and true that 
Jesus was forsaken. 

He had taken our place ; He had put on, so to 
speak, the felon's garment, and was enduring his 
penalty; He had become the sinner's substitute, 
and was dying the sinner's deatL The eye of Him 
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who is of " purer eyes than to behold iniquity " 
could not rest upon Jesus when, being identified 
with sinners, He was ''made sin'' for them. There- 
fore He was forsaken of God. 

The justice of the wonderful transaction lies in 
this, that Jesus was one with us. It was no legal 
fiction, as some, who profess to be wise, are apt to 
term it. It was no arbitrary transfer of guilt and its 
penalty from the guilty to the innocent. Jesus could 
righteously take our responsibilities and discharge 
our liability to the law of God, because He was 
one with us. It was because He became united to 
us as the second Adam, as the head of a Eedeemed 
family, as the husband of His Church, that He could 
rightfully be our surety. Just as the husband be- 
comes responsible for the debts and liabilities of his 
wife, and the law therefore rightly attaches the 
property or person of the husband because he is 
one with his wife; so, when Jesus Christ became 
one with us and took part of our flesh and blood, 
the law of God justly visited upon Him, as the 
Head of the body, the penalty which the members 
had incurred. The sin of the world was laid upon 
Him, and " God, sending His own Son in the like- 
ness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the 
flesh " (Eom. viii 3). 

Such is " the old, old story ; " such is the glory of 
the cross; such is the blessed news that a risen 
Saviour commands to be preached to every creature, 
telling them that " God so loved the world, that He 
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gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish, but have eternal 
life." 

And now, is God merciful at the expense of His 
justice ? Has He disregarded His holy law, that 
He may exercise compassion ? No. He can be 
^^justy and the justifier of him which believeth in 
Jesus." Without any inconsistency in His govern- 
ment, without any imputation upon His character 
as a just God, He can righteously pardon the sinner, 
because the penalty of the law has been carried out. 
The sinner has died in the person of his Substitute. 
The Lamb of God has taken away the sin of the 
world. The sword of Divine justice has been 
bathed in His blood. His life has been poured out, 
and His soul made an offering for sin. None can 
say that the law has not been carried out. Death 
is the penalty, and death has been inflicted. Christ 
has been made a curse for us, for it is written, 
" Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree." No 
voice can ever say that there is a flaw in the 
government of God. The " Lamb that was slain," 
that is, " in the midst of the throne " — ^a risen 
Saviour — bearing the marks of the cross in His 
hands and feet and side, is the ever-living witness 
that God is just, and that the claims of His own 
infinitely holy and perfect law have been fully met 
and discharged. 

The justice of that law, the holiness of His 
character, have been manifested before the universa 
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" His righteousness hath He openly showed in the 
sight of the heathen." The majesty of the law of 
God has been vindicated in a way that the eternal 
destruction of a guilty worid would never have vin- 
dicated it. Did the law of England ever appear 
so full of majesty as when a chief justice of the 
King's Bench committed the heir to the throne of 
England to prison for contempt of court? The 
execution of a thousand criminals could never have 
magnified the law as that did. And the law of God 
has never been so magnified or made so honourable 
as when the Son of God humbled Himself to the 
cross, and taking the place of sinners, endured its 
dread and awful penalty. Thus God can be " a just 
God, and a Saviour." He can save the sinner, and 
yet remit no tittle of what the justice of His law 
demands. In the words wherein He revealed His 
name and character to Moses, He is "the Lord 
merciful an^ gracious, fftrgiving iniquity, and trans- 
gression, and sin, and that will by no means dear the 
guUty!* 

An illustration from human affairs may perhaps 
help to make this plain. A magistrate, before 
whom was brought a man who had committed some 
offence which involved a pecuniary fine of ten 
pounds, recognised in the prisoner an old college 
friend reduced to beggary. He was anxious to deal 
leniently with him for old acquaintance' sake, but 
he could not alter the law. He was bound to ad- 
minister it strictly, and however compassionately 
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he might feel towards the prisoner, it was his duty 
to pass the sentence of justice, and not to extend 
mercy. But having fulfilled that duty as a judge, 
he could take the place of a friend, and out of his 
own pocket discharge the liability to the law which 
the unhappy prisoner had incurred. He paid the 
money to the treasury of the court, and then in- 
formed his friend, who had not recognised him, that 
he was free. Thus the law was satisfied ; no stain 
rested upon the character of the magistrate ; but the 
offender was released. The judge was just, and yet 
at the same time a saviour. 

And such is the wonderful union of two apparently 
opposing features in the character and dealings of 
God as revealed to us in these six blessed words, 
" A just God, and a Saviour." " Mercy and truth 
are met together, righteousness and peace have 
kissed each other." God can be perfectly " just, and 
the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus." 

It should, moreover, be remembered that a salva- 
tion which depended solely on mercy would be a 
salvation in which there would be no security. If 
God could pardon you by a mere act of sovereign 
mercy, because it pleased Him to do so, without 
regard to the maintenance of the authority of His 
laws. He might equally well determine on another 
occasion to inflict punishment without regard to 
mercy ; and having saved you by His grace to-day, 
He might destroy you in His wrath to-morrow. The 
salvation which is in Christ Jesus, and which the 
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Scriptures of truth reveal to us, is one which rest^ 
on the unalterable foundation of perfect righteous- 
ness ; and the believer's hope is founded, therefore, 
on the justice of God. " Are you trusting to the 
mercy of God ? " said one to a dying man. " No 5 
I am trusting to His justicer A strange answer j 
but it is gloriously true, — His mercy is exercised in 
justice. It is not said that " if we confess our sins,'* 
He is so merciful and kind as to forgive, but that 
" He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." And there- 
fore, strange though it may seem to say so, the 
sinner convinced of sin may go to the throne of 
grace, and claim with full assurance of faith, on the 
very ground of God's justice, law, and truth, that 
He should be merciful to him a sinner. This gives 
me poixfidence. I have not to do with a God who 
may b€( gracious one moment and severe the next : 
" Justice and judgment are the habitation of His 
throne ; " " Mercy and truth go before His face ; " 
He is " a just God, and a Saviour'' Oh, how firm 
a foundation is this ! When you stand before the 
throne of God in that coming awful day, Jesus, 
crucified for sinners, is the triumphant answer to 
every charge. " The Lamb, in the midst of the 
throne as it had been slain," will declare to all 
eternity that our God is " a just God, and a Saviour." 
Let me ask you. Do you know Him ? Is He 
your God and your Saviour ? If you have never 
put your sinful soul into the hands of that God, — 
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never yet trusted Him as your own Saviour, — ^let 
me beseech you to trust Him now. Come to Him 
as you are, a sinner deserving the just penalty of 
His law, but pleading the sacrifice of Jesus as your 
surety and substitute, and His very jtcstice is pledged 
not to send you away without salvation; for He 
has said, " Him that cometh unto Me I will in no 
wise cast out." 



II. 

LOOKING AND LIVING. 

** Look unto Me, and be ye saved.'* — Isaiah xlv, 22. 

We considered last week the character of the God 
with whom we have to do, as brought before us in 
these words in the 21st verse of this chapter, in 
which He calls Himself " a just God, and a Saviour ;" 
and we saw in what a wonderful way these two 
attributes of God's character are reconciled; how 
that justice, which inexorably demands that the last 
penalty of the law should be executed upon the 
law-breaker, has been administered, and that love, 
that infinite love of God, which cannot be satisfied 
without the salvation of the sinner, has been mani- 
fested. We saw that thus " mercy and truth are 
met together ; " that " righteousness and peace have 
kissed each other." We saw that God, having 
given His own Son to bear our sins, and having laid 
our iniquities upon Him as our surety and substitute, 
can now be "just, and the justifier of him which 
believeth in Jesus." Let me for a moment repeat 
that it is only possible for us to have a true, settled 
peace when we know God as He is reveak.<L ts^ ^^^a^ 
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in Jesus Christ. When I see what God has done 
for me, that He has not broken His law by ex- 
tending mercy to me; that He has exercised His 
love in perfect consistency with His truth ; that He 
is " a just God, and a Saviour'' then my conscience 
is set at rest, my desire for love is fully met ; every 
instinct of the moral nature which God has created 
is at once met, and I am able to rest confidently, 
not on the mere arbitrary exercise of mercy and 
love, but on a salvation which depends on the jus- 
tice of God. It is indeed a wonderful thought, but 
as true as it is wonderful, that a sinner who comes 
to God through Jesus Christ, relying on His atoning 
death, trusting in His precious blood, pleading His 
word and work, may claim salvation. Claim it, I 
say ; no doubt on the ground of mercy and love, but 
also on the equally firm ground of justice and truth. 
If your salvation rests there, it rests on the 
only solid foundation ; and thus we see that the 
Gospel of Christ is not in opposition to the law of 
Moses. There is no antagonism between them. 
The one is the beautiful fulfilment of the other. 
What the law did was to foreshadow the substance 
of the Gospel. Wliat the Gospel has done is to 
bring to our knowledge the fulfilment of the law. 
"Do we make void the law through faith? God 
forbid : yea, we establish the law." 

And now we come to-day to the declaration of 
the way in which this great salvation which God has 
wrought out for us in Christ is to be apprehended 
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and appropriated; and it is contained in these words, 
" Look unto Me, and be ye saved." Here again we 
have two things that God has joined together — ^the 
blessing of salvation and the way of appreliending 
it He has joined leiTig saved to looking unto Jems. 
He has united the fact of salvation with the act 
of trusting in Christ ; and these two can never be 
separated. As we never can separate God's justice 
from His love, or His love from His justice, so can 
we never separate salvation from faith in Jesus, or 
faith in Jesus from salvation. 

But before I go on to speak of these things, 
I desire to remind you of one thing, and that a 
most important one. It is this : that this command, 
" Look unto Me, and be ye saved," is addressed to 
only one class of persons : to law-breakers, lost sinners. 
It is only the lost who need salvation. It is only 
the sinner that needs forgiveness. It is only the 
law-breaker who. needs remission of his offences. I 
know, of course, that there are many of you here this 
afternoon who, having acknowledged your guilt, have 
fled for refuge to Jesus as the hope set before you. 
But I am convinced that in a gathering like this, 
as indeed in every gathering, all are not yet saved. 
To such I would say. One reason why you are not 
saved is that you have never taken the place of the 
lost, you have never admitted the awful fact that 
you are a lost sinner. It is very easy to talk about 
it ; to go to church and say, " Lord, have mercy upon 
us miserable sinners ;" but to realise the fact that 
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you are a transgressor of the law of God, and justljr 
obnoxious to the penalty of that law, is a very 
different thing. It is a solemn moment in any 
person's history when that fact is borne in upon 
him by the power of the Holy Ghost ; but whether 
realised or not, it is true. You have robbed God 
of His glory, you have trampled on His laws, de- 
spised His commandments, outraged His majesty. If 
still unsaved, you are a sharer in the guilt of the 
Jewish priests that brought Him to the cross — of 
the Eoman soldier that pierced His side. You have 
been taking part with the murderers of the Son of 
God, for you have hitherto sided with the world 
that knows Him not. 

But you say, " I do not feel this ; I do not feel that 
I am so guilty as all that." That does not alter the 
fact or make your guilt any the less. Is the guilt 
of the criminal, when he is sleeping away his last 
hours before the bell of St. Sepulchre's soimds the 
hour of his execution, any the less because he does 
not feel it ? Is it an excuse in the eye of the law of 
England for a man to tell the judge that he does not 
feel the guilt of the crime for which he is condemned? 
Not a bit; his impenitence intensifies rather than 
excuses Tiis guilt. The fact that sin has blinded 
your eyes and obscured your judgment, so that you 
have ceased to see the distinction between right and 
wrong; the fact that continuance in sin has dead- 
ened your conscience, so that you feel no alarm when 
the law of God which you have broken thunders in 
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your ear, is no proof that you are not guilty. Eather 
does it prove the depth of your moral ruin, the inten- 
sity of your guilt, that the threatenings of Sinai on 
the one hand, and the gentle voice of Calvary on the 
other, alike fail either to alarm or attract you. " 

Not to feel drawn to Him when He invites you 
by His love, to have no terrors of heart before the 
coming judgment-day, to have no remorse of con- 
science, no consciousness of gratitude to Him who 
died on the cross, is enough of itself to bring you in 
guilty before God. 

Ah! do not lay that flattering unction to your 
soul, that because you cannot feel these things they 
are not true. They are true, and the man that feels 
them least is in the greatest danger. I beseech you, 
dear friends, to ask God to make you feel them. It 
will be a terrible thing to wake up when the light of 
the great white throne flashes in upon your guilty 
conscience, when the conflagration of the burning 
lieaven and earth startles you out of sleep, and you 
feel, as you look back on your past life, on hours 
frittered away, perhaps in a London season, idled 
away in frivolous reading, that you might have spent 
them in seeking God and finding salvation, and that 
it is TOO LATE. 

A deep sense of responsibility comes over me as I 
come here week by week. I think what tremendous 
results are connected with the preaching of God's 
Word. I am afraid lest there should be amongst us 
the itching ear, the comm^ \,oaj^>iki^'t\Rk V^^sjl'v^^ 
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that person, while all the time the great verities of 
the law and of the Gospel pass away unheeded. As 
I speak this afternoon in the name of Him whom you 
and I call " Our Saviour," as I seek to set before you 
the glorious way of salvation, pray that, if you never 
have accepted Him, if you never have seen the truth 
as it is in Jesus, you may see it this afternoon. 

Here, then, in these words I have read to you, we 
have the simple way of salvation put before us in 
the very words of God ; and I trust that no words of 
mine will obscure the beautiful simplicity of what 
God Himself says — "Look unto Me, and be ye 
saved." 

First of all, what is the blessing promised ? It is 
salvation. What does that mean ? Well, we shall 
need to get to heaven itself to know fully what 
salvation means ; for though in one sense it is com- 
plete now, its fulness remains to be understood in 
another life. It is only when, in the infinite mercy 
of God, you join that great company around the 
throne, clothed in white robes and with palms in 
their hands, and join with them in singing the new 
song, " Salvation to our God that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb," that you will know 
what salvation means. 

But whilst it contains infinitely more than years 

of preaching can expound, there is one great fact 

that is included in it which I must mention now — 

that which is the very first blessing of the Gospel, 

and which lies at the root and staiting-^int of all 
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life and growth in grace. What is it that a sinner 
wants, that a law-breaker stands in most need of? 
Pardon, the forgiveness of his sins. That is the 
first blessing that God promises to us in the words, 
" Be ye saved." The full, present, immediate blotting 
out of transgressions — nothing less than that ; not a 
forgiveness in a future day, not a partial forgiveness, 
not a forgiveness dependent upon your subsequent life. 
He says, " Be ye saved!* 

Look at one or two expressions which the Word 
of God makes use of to bring to our minds the 
glorious completeness of the forgiveness of sins, which 
is included in this word " salvation." Look on the 
opposite page, at the 44th chapter of Isaiah, and the 
2 2d verse. There is one, familiar perhaps in our ears 
as household words, but yet ever fresh for those who 
know its power — " I have blotted out as a thick cloud 
thy transgressions, and as a cloud thy sins." This 
is forgiveness, the blotting out of existence. I was 
watching this morning some clouds that were passing 
over me, and there was one which I tried to follow 
in its changes and transformations as the wind blew 
it hither and thither. It seemed to get thinner and 
thinner. The sun was shining down on it with all 
its power, and presently I was unable to follow it. 
It was gone; the sun had ''blotted" it out. You 
could not have found it again. Not all the tele- 
scopes in the world could have discovered it. It 
was "blotted out." That is what God does with 
the sins of those who txual ia "SLyccl, 
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We read again, "As far as the east is from the 
west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from 
us." dear friends, does it not seem as if God 
had searched heaven and earth, every part of His 
creation, to find out symbols which should bring to 
our minds in the clearest and most strikmg manner 
the glorious way iu which He pardons sin ? " As far 
as the east is from the west." How far is that? 
The sun is ninety millions of miles from this earth 
in the east at sunrise, and at sunset it is ninety 
millions of miles in the west. That alone is i8o 
millions of miles. But beyond our little solar system 
there are suns — some whose light, travelling at the 
rate of twelve million miles a minute, has only just 
reached us. The east and the west, then, are far 
beyond what has ever yet been discovered. Yet, 
''As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He 
removed our transgressions from us." Such is God's 
forgiveness. 

Look at another illustration that He makes use of, 
" Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the 
sea " (Micah vii. 19). Does not that again imply com- 
plete obliteration ? If you were crossing the Atlantic, 
and dropped your watch over the side of the ship, 
would you ever expect to see it again ? If it was 
dropped into the depths of the sea — not merely left 
on the shore, where it might be washed up again, 
but lost in the middle of the Atlantic, where would 
it be ? Out of sight, never to be found again — you 
would give it up. That is what God sa'j^'R^^^lda 
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^with the sins of them that trust Him — " Thou wilt 
cast all their sins into the depths of the sea/' 

Once again, see how Hezekiah describes this grand 
fact of forgiveness — " Thou hast cast all my sins be- 
hind Thy back" (Isa. xxxviii. 17). What does that 
imply? That they were out of sight and out of 
mind. Forgiven and forgotten by God, according 
to the gracious promise, ''Their sins and their iniqui- 
ties wUl I remember no more" (Heb. viii. 12). 

And how was this accomplished ? They were laid 
upon Jesus. "The Lord hath laid upon Him the 
iniquity of us all" (Isa. liii. 6). Jesus is the Lamb of 
God that taketh away the sin of the world. " He bare 
our sins in His own body on the tree." He left them 
in the grave; and now the open grave and Jesus 
risen, the opened heaven and Jesus at the right 
hand of God, are the witnesses that atonement has 
been made, the sacrifice accepted, and that the sins 
of those who trust in Him are gone for ever and 
ever, blotted out of the book of God's remembrance. 

Such is part of the salvation of God. It is the 
beginning ; and if there are some here this afternoon 
who, from one cause or another, have never laid hold 
of and apprehended that first gift of God, the pardon 
of sins, I preach it to you now. It does not matter 
whether it comes with feeble or with eloquent words, 
whether you like the manner of the messenger or 
not — ^the fact is the same. God proclaims in the 
pages of His Word, and through the lips of His 
servants who bring tlie message, V!c^<^^n^x^ *0^^ "knS!^ 
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be, this glorious truth, that there is salvation for 
sinners, and that salvation includes and begins with 
a complete blotting out of their transgressions as a 
thick cloud, and the removal of them as far as the 
east is from the west. 

There are other aspects of salvation. There is a 
continuous salvation from the power of sin which 
God effects. and carries out in the lives of those who 
trust Him, and there is a final salvation from the 
presence of sin, either at death or when the Lord 
comes. 

But with these two aspects of salvation I do not 
now deal All salvation is in Christ Jesus. He is 
"the salvation of God." That salvation may be 
gradually manifested to the soul, gradually realised ; 
and there may be, and doubtless are, depths and 
heights of glory in it which succeeding ages will alone 
unfold. But to possess Christ is to possess salva- 
tion in all its possibilities; and he who receives 
the forgiveness of sins by faith in Jesus is the 
recipient of all that is in Him, though it may be 
only by degrees that he becomes aware of the un- 
searchable riches of Christ. 

The first grand aspect of salvation embraces the 
forgiveness of sins, acceptance with God, the pos- 
session of everlasting life, and the renewal of heart 
through the indwelling of the Holy Ghost. None of 
these unspeakably glorious blessings are the portion 
of the unsdLYed ; they are the inalienable inheritance 
of the saved. 
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Let US now consider the way in which this salva- 
tion is apprehended by the sinner. Jesus says, 
*' LOOK UNTO ME, and be ye saved." Yes ! it is 
the Lord Jesus Christ who speaks here in Isaiah. The 
Holy Ghost declares to us the name of the speaker, 
for if you turn to the 14th chapter of Eomans you will 
see at the loth verse, that after saying, " We shall all 
stand before the judgment-seat of Christ" the apostle 
supports his assertion by referring to this 45th chap- 
ter of Isaiah, where " It is written, As I live, saith 
the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and every 
tongue shall confess to God." Then He who says 
"Look unto Me, and be ye saved," is the Christ of 
God, before whose judgment-seat all shall stand — 
Jesus of Nazareth. The way to he saved is to look 
unto Jesus. 

But then the question occui's. What is it to " look 
to Jesus"? These expressions are often used, but 
they are not always understood. People say. How 
am I to look to Jesus — what does it mean ? Now 
God has used here one of the simplest and most 
intelligible expressions, one in daily use among men, 
and He has given us in His Word several illustra- 
tions that afford as clear an explanation as possible 
of the meaning of the command. For instance, in 
the 3d chapter of Acts, where the lame man is 
described as lying at the Beautiful gate of the 
temple, and in the 4th verse, we find that Peter 
said to him, " Look on us." What did he under- 
stand by that? Was it au ^iSiAXi\i'5Si^^^ ^'^-^sv.- 
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mand ? By no means. " He gave heed unto them, 
expectirig to receive something of them." He looked, 
expecting to receive. Then looking unto any one 
means " expecting to receive something from him." 

Again, in the 123d Psalm, "Unto Thee lift I 
np mine eyes, Thou that dwellest in the heavens. 
Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hand 
of their masters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto 
the hand of her mistress ; so our eyes wait upon the 
Lord our God, until that He have mercy upon us." 
A servant looks to his master to get something — 
wages, board, lodging, kindness, good treatment, and 
so forth ; he expects such and such things. So the 
Psalmist says, I look to God to get mercy from Him. 
I expect to get it. 

Once again in 2 Chron. xx. 12, where Jehosha- 
phat goes out with his army against his enemies, 
he says, "We have no might against this great 
company that cometh against us, neither know 
we what to do ; but our eyes are upon Thee" He 
looked to God. In other words, he trusted in God 
to save him. There was a mental act symbolised by 
the physical act of looking. The exercise of faith in 
another, of expectation, of trust, of dependence, was 
fitly and simply described as " looking." And such 
is the common meaning of the expression still. 
When depending on some one else to undertake some 
business, discharge some liability, perform some duty 
for you, you continually say that you look to him for 
tMt You look to your lawyei to do your legal 
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business, to the police to guard your property, to your 
servants to perform such and such service. In other 
words, you depend upon them. You trust to them 
to perform certain things ; you put the matter in their 
hands; you say, "I must look to you to do this or 
that." 

But the most famous instance of looking, as sym- 
bolical of trust, is in the 2ist chapter of Numbers, 
where the Israelites, when bitten by the fiery ser- 
pents, were dying in the wilderness, and when God 
said imto Moses, " Make thee a fiery serpent, and set 
it upon a pole ; and it shall come to pass, that every 
one that is bitten, when he loolceth upon it, shall 
live." He was to look at the serpent expecting 
something. The look was a look of faith; that is, 
he who looked expected that he would receive some- 
thing : he hoped, he trusted, that he would get health 
and life. The attitude of his mind was expressed by 
the action of his eye. He trusted in God, in whose 
hand it was to give the healing and to restore the 
life. And what was the result ? " It came to pass, 
that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld 
the serpent of brass, he lived" He looked and was 
saved. Now turn to the 3d chapter of St. John, and 
see how the Lord Jesus Christ, in conversation with 
Nicodemus, applies this Old Testament incident to the 
question of how salvation and eternal life was to be ob- 
tained. "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder- 
ness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up ; that 
whosoever lelieveth in Him should not periah^b\Lt\saj^<^ 
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eternal life/' Nicodemus would at once understand 
that. As the dying Israelite got temporal life by 
looking to the brazen serpent, so must the perishing 
sinner get eternal life by trusting in Jesus, who ,has 
been lifted up. The way, then, to obtain forgiveness, 
all that salvation means, is by trusting in Jesus, the 
Son of God, the one who died upon the cross for our 
sins, and who is now on the throne of glory. He 
says to all of us, " LOOK UNTO ME, AJSB BE YE 
SAVED." 

Trust in Jesus and being saved are there joined 
together by God. He has joined the looking to sal- 
vation, and the salvation to the looking. You cannot 
separate these two things. If you want to be saved, 
you must trust in Jesus. It does not matter what 
else you have done or mean to do. Salvation is by 
faith, by faith alone. God has joined these two 
things together. 

And there is a moral necessity for this. Destruc- 
tion and death came into this world by unbelief, by 
distrusting God. The moment Eve entertained a 
doubt of God, that moment the barrier was raised 
and she was separated from God ; and the only way 
in which the union can be restored is by the reverse 
process — ^that is, by trusting in Him. The moment 
that suspicion, that a grain of distrust, comes between 
two that love each other, there is separation — ^separa- 
tion of heart, of feeling, of interest ; and the only way 
of restoring union of heart is by trusting each other. 
So it is with regard to the separation that distrust has 
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effected between man and God. He must be trusted. 
Trust in Him, and the union shall be re-established. 

On the other hand, God has joined salvation to 
trusting in Jesus. That may at first sight appear the 
same, but it is not. It 'means this, that if I cannot 
be saved without trusting in Jesus, the converse also 
is true — I cannot trust in the Lord Jesus Christ with- 
out being saved. Not only is faith necessary to sal- 
vation, but salvation is immediately consequent upon 
faith. The one cannot exist without the other ; that 
is to say, that as the moment a dying Israelite looked 
at the serpent he lived, so the moment you trust in 
Jesus, committing your soul to Him, you are saved, 
forgiven, and accepted, the possessor of a new and an 
eternal life, " saved in the Lord with an everlasting 
salvation." For God has joined the two together, 
and He cannot separate them. 

But you say, " Must I not do something ? " Where 
is the room for doing before being saved ? There 
is but a comma and a conjunction, and a conjunction 
is that which joins two parts of speech together; 
it does not divide, and leave room for anything in 
between, but it unites as closely as possible. Nothing 
can be inserted. So closely are joined together, 
trusting in Jesus Christ and salvation. If you 
trust in Jesus, in His death for your offences, 
in His resurrection for your justification; if you 
intrust yourself as a perishing sinner to Him, as an 
almighty and gracious Saviour, you shall be, you 
must be, you are immediately and instantaneously 
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saved. You have nothing to do to be saved. You 
have only to trust. 

** No ! NOTHING TO DO. For being born dead, 
You must needs have Another to work in your stead ; 
And Christ Jesus, in Calvary's terrible hour. 
Accomplished the work in such marvellous power, 
That, raised from the dead, He now offers to you 
Life, pardon, salvation, and ' nothing to do.' 
No ! nothing to do till youVe saved from your sins, 
When the p6wer of doing good only begins." 

Ah ! what good news this is to preach — ^to be able 
to tell one's dying fellow-sinners that there is life at 
this moment for them ! 

** There is life in a look at the Crucified One, 
There is life at this moment for thee ; 
Then look, sinner, look unto Him and be saved, 
Unto Him who was nailed to the tree ! " 

If you have enough consciousness of sin to make 
you know that you are a perishing sinner, and that 
Jesus is a mighty Saviour, that is enough to warrant 
you in putting your trust in Him. 

" All the fitness He requireth 
Is to feel your need of Him." 

It is impossible that God should break His word. 
If one of you were to put his trust in the Lord Jesus 
Christ now, and left this place without pardon of all 
his sins and the possession of everlasting life, God 
would have broken His word ; for He has said, " He 
that believeth on Me hath everlasting life." 

I repeat to any amongst you who, as unpardoned 
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ones, are in need of this great salvation the royal 
proclamation : "Be it known unto you, that through 
this Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of 
sins, and that by Him all that believe AEE justified 
from all things from which they could not be justified 
by the law of Moses." There is no other salvation 
but this ; lay hold of it, look and live. " Trust in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." Amen. 



III. 

PAEDON AND POWER ' 

t '' Surely, shall one say, In the Lord have I righteousness and. 

strength.** — Isaiah xl v. 24. 

We have been dwelling on two sets of truths or facts 
that God has joined together ; and we have seen first, 
how He has manifested the union of the satisfaction 
of justice with the exercise of mercy, thus, being at 
the same time "just and the justifier of him that 
believeth in Jesus ; " and, secondly, how He has con- 
nected salvation with the act of trusting in Him 
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord; so that, 
while it is impossible for the sinner to be saved with- 
out looking unto Jesus, it is equally impossible for 
him who does thus look to be lost. 

We have, therefore, reached the point in the ex- 
position of the passage where salvation is spoken of 
as an actual and immediate fact, consequent upon 
the exercise of faith in Christ — of that faith which is 
not merely the assent of the intellect to certain state- 
ments or records — though, of course, there must be 
that intelligent assent — but the dependence of one 
who is conscious of his lost condition on a mighty, 
living, loving, just God and Savio\xi. 
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We now come to a further statement, one that 
describes something in the condition of the believer 
that goes beyond salvation, so far as that aspect of 
it is concerned with which we have been dealing— 
an aspect which may be said to partake somewhat of 
a negative instead of a positive character. 

Strictly speaking, I am aware that there can be 
no such thing as a negative condition of soul. You 
must be either alive or dead, either saved or lost; 
and if saved, then the possessor of all that salvation 
in its widest and fullest sense includes, though per- 
haps ignorant of your possessions, or not yet in the 
enjoyment of aU of them. 

But it is yet possible to suppose a negative condi- 
tion, by which I mean a state wherein the believing 
soul, while fully pardoned and delivered from the 
wrath to come, might be nothing more than saved. 
Just as a man rescued from a sinking ship or out 
of a burning house — saved, but nothing more ; every- 
thing lost but bare life — saved, but a beggar. An 
offender may have undergone the sentence of the 
law which he had broken ; he may have served his 
time as a convict and have come out of prison, or he 
may have received the Queen's pardon. He is de- 
livered from the law, saved from it, brought out of 
the region of its condemning power, either by com- 
plete endurance of its penalty or by remission of the 
sentence. But that is all. He is a free man, true ; 
but what about his character ? His character is gone. 
A deep, indelible stain rests \\501v 1\\s£l. "Ss^ Ss^ ^- 
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livered from the arm of the law, but he is stamped 
as a criminal. It is impossible to set him entirely 
right with society again. Wherever his history is 
known he is a marked man, branded with the stain of 
crime. He may live an honest and respectable life 
for the future, and so to speak, earn another char- 
acter, but the dark shadow remains. What would 
he not give if the past could be for ever erased 
from history and memory, if he could stand once 
again, as he once stood, a man of imblemished 
character ! But before and among men that cannot 
be ; he needs reinstatement as to his character with 
society. 

At the same time it must not be forgotten that, 
regarded in his relation to the law, he is in no tran- 
sitional or negative condition, since, it is impossible 
for him to be guilty and innocent at the same 
time. As long as he was in the hands of the law 
he was treated as a gmlty person, for such he was ; 
but once the sentence is executed or the pardon 
bestowed, he no longer stands before the law as a 
law-breaker, but as free from its provisions and its 
penalties as any other citizen. The law has no 
charge to bring against him. To all intents and 
purposes affecting his position with regard to the law 
of the land, he is an innocent man. No crime is laid 
to his charge. He is therefore in a position of 
positive and actual blamelessness. Not being a 
law-breaker, he is a law-keeper. Not being guilty, 
he is innocent, I speak of his condition as the law 



PARDON AND POWER. 3/ 

i^garck him; of what is called his forensic posi- 
tion. 

Now what the Word of God teaches us with regard 
to the position of the sinner that believeth in Jesus 
is this, that though for the purpose of illustration he 
may be regarded as needing something more than the 
forgiveness of his sins in order to reinstate him, yet that 
in his relation to the law of God, and in his character 
as a member of the community, even of " the house- 
hold of God," he stands in no negative position — 
merely rescued; that, in the sight of that law, in 
the judgment of a God of holiness, he occupies a 
position of positive blamelessness, and that, being 
no longer liable to penalty, because he has endured 
it already in Christ, he stands as an innocent man, 
as one who is endued with a new character. He is 
not only " saved" he is " righteous" 

This, and nothing less than this, is declared to us 
in the words we have read. They tell us of the two 
possessions which the believer has ; two glorious gifts 
which we shall see are amongst the things which God 
has joined together; but the first of which is that 
righteousness of which I have spoken. "Surely, 
jshall one say, in the Lord have I rigMeoiosness." 

The sinner that believes in Jesus has righteousness 
ibecause he has Christ, and Christ is " the Eighteous- 
iness of God." The believer is one with Christ, and 
jwhat there is in Christ belongs to him. The case of 
iunion between the wife and the husband beautifully 
Illustrates this; indeed, it is the.illuattatioiv^laa^Qk^^ 
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has used to describe the union of the Church, and 
therefore of every member of it, to Christ, when He 
made the Apostle declare that " we are married unto 
Him that is raised from the dead " (Eom. vii. 4). As 
the wife shares the name, the position, the rank, and 
riches of the husband ; as she is one with him in the 
eye of the law, and all that is his becomes hers ; so 
does the soul that is united to Christ by faith partake 
of aU that is His ; and amongst the glories of such 
unsearchable riches is this righteousness of which the 
passage speaks. 

This is beautifully set forth in those two passages, 
where we read, first, " This is the name whereby He 
shall be called. The Lord our Eighteousness " (Jer. 
xxiii. 6); and then, secondly, "This is the name 
whereby sAe shall be called, The Lord our Eighth 
eousness" (Jer. xxxiii. 16). 

Now this is a most important truth. I believe it 
is the starting-point of all holy living to get a clear 
understanding of this foundation truth, that if I am 
by faith united to Jesus, or, in Scripture terms, " in 
Christ," I have a righteousness that meets all the 
demands of God ; I have a character that is perfect 
and without flaw in His sight. Let me point you to 
several passages of Scripture which bring out this 
positive condition of the believer very strikingly. 

In the ordination of the priests, as described in 
Lev. viii., the first thing needful was that Aaron and 
his sons should be washed with water; impurity was 
removed. But that was not all. Clothes were put 
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upon them, and thus they were covered with that 
which would render them fit to stand and minister 
in the holy place. Now this is doubtless typical 
of the ordipiation of all the holy priesthood, of 
that universal priesthood unto God of which every 
believer in Christ is a member. Their sins are 
pardoned, their stains removed, and they are endued 
with a righteousness that fits them for service. 

Again, in Zech. iii., where we find the future 
removal of guilt from Jerusalem, and her reinstate- 
ment in God's favour — but which is equally appli- 
cable to the Church of God and to every member 
of it — exhibited in the vision of Joshua, the 
high priest, in his representative character. And 
what do we read? "Now Joshua was clothed 
with filthy garments and stood before the angel. 
And he answered and spake unto those that 
stood before him, saying, Take away the filthy 
garments from him. And unto him he said. Behold, 
I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, 
and I will clothe thee with change of raiment." The 
first thing that God did was to remove his iniqui- 
ties. But that was not all. He was clothed from 
head to foot with priestly garments. So with the 
sinner that believes in Jesus; first his sins are 
forgiven, and then he is covered with a robe of 
righteousness. 

Look again at the case of the Prodigal Son. He 
had not only forgiveness extended to him, but he had 
.the best robe put upon him. He was placed in the 
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very best position ; instead of being in rags, he could 
stand in his father's presence perfectly and beauti- 
fully clothed. It is no doubt in reference to such a 
change as that which the foregoing passages illus- 
trate that we find the prophet saying, "I will 
greatly rejoice in the Lord ; my soul shall be joyful in 
my God : for He hath clothed me with the garments 
of salvation; He hath covered me with the robe of 
righteou^sness" (Isa. Ixi lo). 

Wherever we turn, therefore, whether it be to Old 
Testament type or prophecy, or to New Testament 
parable or doctrine (and very many similar passages 
might be adduced), we find this glorious truth set 
forth, that the pardoned one is not merely saved from 
wrath, but that he is endowed with a new character, 
with a righteousness that gives him acceptance in 
the presence of God. 

It may seem a strong thing to say,- but it is true, 
that every believer in Jesus is perfectly spotless in 
the sight of God as to his standing and character; 
and but little consideration and examination of Scrip- 
ture will show us that it is impossible that he should 
be in any other position if he is in Christ. For what 
are the facts of the case ? Jesus Christ, being united 
to us, identified with us, became our representative 
and substitute ; and, in the words of 2 Cor. v. 21, He 
was " made sin." Under the weight of our guilt and 
our transgressions He died upon the cross and sank 
into the grave. But then what did God do ? He 
raised the sinner's Substitute from the grave ; and the 
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argument of Paul is this, that Christ being raised 
from the dead, is no longer in our sins. He had been 
charged with the sin of the world, and being thus 
charged, death was the only result that could come 
upon Him. But having undergone death, and having 
satisfied the law by undergoing its last penalty, the 
law has no longer any claim upon Him. Eeleased 
from the penalty and prison of death, by virtue of 
execution of the sentence. He came out without our 
sins, and, in the words of St. Paul in Kom. iv. 25, 
literally translated. He who was delivered " lecause 
of our offences was raised again becatcse of our justifi- 
cation." The justification of the whole Church of 
God in the eye of the law took place before the Lord 
Jesus Christ rose from the dead ; and His resurrec- 
tion, therefore, is the evidence of that justification, 
or deliverance from the grasp of the law, and the re- 
ceipt in full for all the claims of God upon every one 
of us that shaU beUeve in Him. Being in Him— 
one with Him by faith — ^we share His righteousness. 
Does the Word of God say anything less than this ? 
No. If you will turn to 2 Cor. v. 21, you will find 
these words, " For He hath made Him to be sin for 
us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the 
righteousTiess of God in Him" As completely as 
Jesus was "made sin "for me, so completely am I 
" made righteousness" in Him. 

This is the declaration of the Gospel, " Herein is 
the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith, 
as it is written, The just shall live by faith" (Rom. i 
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17) ; SO that " a man is justified by faith without the 
deeds of the law" (Eom. iii. 28). 

Although, therefore, I said that the forgiven sinner 
might, for the purpose of illustration, be regarded as 
being in a negative condition, we see that really and 
actually his condition is that of positive righteous- 
ness before God. Justification is not merely pardon, 
it is the " accounting righteous." That is brought 
out very clearly by a comparison of the 3 2d Psalm 
with the inspired commentary upon it given us in 
the 4th of Komans. In the first and second verses we 
read, " Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto whom 
the Lord imputeth not iniquity." And when you 
come to the 4th of Eomans, where the Apostle is 
explaining the doctrine of justification by faith, we 
find him saying, " Even as David also describeth the 
blessedness of the man unto whom God imputeth 
righteousness without works, saying. Blessed are they 
whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are 
covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will 
not impute sin." Then the forgiveness of sins is 
equivalent to the imputation of righteousness ; you 
cannot have the one without the other. If you have 
come to Jesus, if you have trusted in Him, then you 
have not only every iniquity, every transgression, 
and every sin blotted out and forgiven, but you have 
also a righteous character, as perfectly righteous as 
Christ your Saviour is before the throne of God, and 
jiotbiDg short of that. 
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If the law of England has nothing to say against 
you, you are an innocent person ; and it is precisely 
so with regard to the sinner that believes in Jesus, 
in relation to the law of God. If the law of God has 
nothing to say against you, if its penalty has been 
endured, its <5laim met, and all its obligations dis- 
charged, tlien you are, in the sight of God, not only 
forgiven, but an innocent person. 

I am not speaking here of imparted righteousness, 
of that moral change which takes place at the same 
time that a sinner believes in Jesus, but of that judi- 
cial or forensic standing of the believer in regard to 
the law of God. He has perfect righteousness, and 
can never have a more perfect righteousness, even 
after being for a million years in heaven ; for if he is 
in Christ, it will be no more complete then than it is 
now. And it becomes yours by faith, by trusting in 
Him. When you take Him, you have His righte- 
ousness. If you give me this Bible, I have every- 
thing that is between the covers. When you 
take Christ, you take all that is in Him. And as 
there is not a stain upon His character, you stand — 
as He stands, before the Father — spotless. 

This is the old, old story, but it is very little under- 
stood. If it were understood, we should not find 
people going about to " establish their own righteous- 
ness," to make their peace with God, or striving and 
labouring to make amends to God's law ; we should 
find them at peace with God through Jesus Christ, 
knowing that, trusting in Jeaua, tk<K^ ^^st<^ ^<^- 
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given, saved, and accounted righteous before 
God. 

Look at that monk of three hundred years ago. 
Conscious of his sins, but seeking justification by the 
works of the law, that is, by performance of certain 
acts, as he is mounting on his knefes the Santa Scala 
at Eome, repeating a "Paternoster" at every step, 
suddenly the words of Habakkuk come to his mind, 
"The just shall live by faith;'' not by striving, or 
working, or doing anything, not by repeating prayers 
or performing acts of penance, but by faith. He 
sees the glorious truth that it is by believing on the 
Lord Jesus Christ that the sinner is justified, and he 
springs from his knees, knowing that he has forgive- 
ness and righteousness, not by the works of the law, 
but by the faith of Christ. Henceforth he lives as a 
justified man, conscious of his acceptance with God 
through Christ, not hoping to attain salvation by his 
prayers or penances, but praying and working all the 
more abundantly because the burden of unforgiven 
sin is removed, and he is saved. 

Yes ! nothing is needed to make this justification 
more complete — no efforts, no prayers, no sacraments 
— ^nothing. I am not denying the value or importance 
of prayer, of efforts, of ordinances ; they are all right 
and proper in their place; but justification is not 
dependent on them ; not a shred of such things will 
be of avail to justify you before God. If you are to 
have a righteousness to fit you to stand before the 
throne of God, it must be in Jesus, and in Jesu3 
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only. Then, then only, but then most " surely, shall 
one say. In the Lord have I righteousness!' 

But there is something beyond justification here. 
A man might be acquitted by the law, but yet be 
perfectly destitute, having no means of livelihood, no 
capital to start with. There is a society, the " Dis- 
charged Prisoners* Aid Society," which exists for the 
purpose of helping those who come out of prison 
without a friend in the world. This society steps in, 
puts clothes on their backs, money in their pockets, 
endeavours to provide them with situations, and thus 
starts them on their way with hope. That is just 
what God has provided for the sinner who finds 
justification in Jesus Christ. For this is what you 
want. You feel that though the blood of Christ has 
washed your sins away, though you are pardoned, 
saved, and justified, you need something more. You 
are conscious of intense weakness, of utter inability 
to cope with those tremendous enemies, the world, 
the flesh, and the devil, of whose existence and oppo- 
sition you are now becoming painfully aware ; you feel 
that your own resolutions are utterly insuflScient to 
enable you to meet the responsibilities and discharge 
the duties of Christian life. It may be even that, in 
the consciousness of this impotence, you are tempted 
to wish almost that you had not accepted the for- 
giveness of your sins, and thereby made yourself re- 
sponsible for living as a forgiven sinner ought to live, 
since, being so weak and helpless, you will now only 
disgrace your new profession of Christianity by a 
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relapse into your old ways. Well, though there is 
abundant need for distrust of self, for watchfulness 
and prayer, there is no ground for discouragement. 
The very next thing the passage under consideration 
tells us is that all this need of yours is fully provided 
for, since you may not only say, " In the Lord have 
I righteousness," but " In the Lord have I righteous- 
ness and strength'* Here comes in another of those 
beautiful couplets of those things which God has 
joined together. He does not merely save and justify 
you, but He gives you strength too. You may say 
with David, " The Lord is the strength of my life ; " for 
God has " blessed us with all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly places in Christ;" He has "given us all 
things that pertain to life and godliness." 

How beautifully this is brought out in the miracle 
of the healing of the paralytic man in Matt. ix. " Son, 
be of good cheer ; thy sins be forgiven thee," was the 
first word said to him ; " take up thy bed and walk," 
was the next. Jesus gave him strength, for he had 
none of his own. He not only gave him pardon, but 
with the same breath He gave him also new life and 
strength; not the one without the other, but both 
together. And this exactly meets your case as a 
Christian. You want life and strength to bear the 
burdens of the day, to resist temptation, and to fight 
against spiritual enemies. And God tells you that 
it is yours, for " Surely shall one say. In the Lord 
have I righteousness and strength." 

But more than this. As you have got perfect right- 



PARDON AND POWER. 47 

eonsness in Christ, so you have go\» 'perfect strength in 
Him« This is a marvellous statement ; but, thanks be 
unto God, it is no less true than marvellous. If Christ 
is yours, His strength is yours; nay, He is your 
strength, just as He is your salvation, your right- 
eousness, your life ; and there is no imperfection in 
Fim, As there is no spot of unrighteousness in Him 
who is your righteousness, so there is no element or 
place of weakness in Him who is your strength. 
Perfect strength is that wherein there is no part weak. 
In other words, it is omnipotence ; and this is true, for 
Christ is " the power of God." Can a believer then 
say that he has omnipotence ? Is not this going too 
far ? Well, listen to what one said of old : " I can do 
all things through (or, literally, "in") Christ who 
strengtheneth me" (Phil. iv. 13). Paul was one who 
said, *' Surely in the Lord have I strength." And we 
are to say the same, for it is equally true of every 
believer in Jesus. Let us, however, consider what 
this really implies. It implies strength for aU things 
which God calls upon j^'ou to do. You do not want 
strength to create a world, for God does not require 
you to do that. But for every duty which God puts 
before you, for every temptation which He allows to 
assault you, for every secular duty that is yours, for 
every good work which you ought to undertake, all 
strengtli — ^in other words, omnipotence — ^is yours, for 
Christ is yours, and He is your strength. 

When once this is apprehended, and so long as it 
is recognised and acted upon, life with all its cares, 
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its duties, and its responsibilities, becomes easy and 
safe. Then the yoke of Jesus becomes easy and His 
burden Kght, since His almighty strength is youi-s to 
bear it. Then you will see that that which is im- 
possible with men is possible with God, and that, as 
Jesus said, "All things are possible to him that 
believeth." 

Take an illustration. There is a railway truck in 
a siding at a station laden with coal, a helpless, inert 
mass. It can do nothing ; it cannot move one inch, 
it has no strength at alL But bring up an engine 
and couple the truck on to it, by bringing two little 
hooks into connection by a chain, and then what can 
the truck do ? Why, it can do what a minute before 
was an utter impossibility. It can go through moun- 
tains, over rivers, across valleys, round curves, through 
towns, hundreds and thousands of miles — in fact, it 
can go everywhere it is required to go. Has it 
any more strength than when it started ? None 
at all. Its strength lies not in itself, but in the 
engine ; and though it can do nothing of itself, it can 
now do all things that are necessary for it to do. 
Thus the mighty power of steam and the marvellous 
mechanical contrivance of the engine are exhibited 
in perfection indeed, and in a way that could not 
have been had it not been for the helplessness of 
the weight which was drawn. 

In the same way is Christ's strength " made per- 
fect " (that is, is perfectly exercised and exhibited). 
In your Treaiaiess you have " iio atten^Vi'' " With- 
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out Me," He says, "you can do nothing/' But 
united to Him, one with Him by the connecting linlr 
of faith. His power is yours, and " all things are 
possible " to you. 

Thus you need no strength of your own if it be 
true that in the Lord you have strength. Your 
power is of no use to Him ; nay, it is a hindrance 
both to Him and to you if you seek to use it or 
depend upon it. Your wisdom and your peace is to 
trust Him, to rely on His strength, and on His alone, 
eiving up any idea of strength on your part being 
necessary to assist Him. In travelling by train yof 
know that your strength has nothing to do ; that the 
helpless babe is conveyed just as easily and securely 
as the strongest man ; and that the latter no more adds 
to the power of the engine than the former. If you 
want to go from London to Edinburgh, do you pur- 
pose to get there by your own strength ? No ; you 
trust in a mighty power that is going to take you, 
and you take your ticket. Thus exercising faith, you 
intrust yourseK to the care of those who have the 
power to take you. You go by faith. 

Thus, having strength in Christ, your path is plain ; 
mountains shall melt, the seas shall be divided, 
obstacles shall disappear, as each stands in your 
way. How pleasant this makes the Christian life.; 
how simple and easy it makes it ! No strength of 
yours is needed, but all given to you freely, without 
money and without price, in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is doubtless true that we do uo\i ^^"^t'^'scL^ *^^k>5. 
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all at once. The education of the Christian in this 
is a gradual matter. That we are possessors of a 
perfect righteousness in Christ is a truth that may 
be, and ought to be, apprehended the moment we 
trust in BUm, since if there is any doubt as to our 
present and complete justification by His blood, it is 
impossible to have peace ; but it is generally only by 
degrees, and as the need arises, that we apprehend 
<the further truth that He is the strength of our 
life. 

This appears, I think, very clearly in the history 
of the Israelites. They were saved from judgment 
by the blood of the lamb — ^perfectly saved — ^and they 
knew it. But they knew nothing of their resources 
in God, for they had not been brought face to face 
with the difficulties that revealed their own weak- 
ness. But a difficulty, and a tremendous one, soon 
appears. The Egyptians pursue them; the Red Sea is 
before them ; and there is no way of escape. What 
are they to do? They are utterly powerless. If 
they were to put all their strength together they 
never could make their way through the Eed Sea. 
But the arm of the Lord is their strength. What 
chave they to do? To trvst, Moses lifted up his 
rod, and God divided the sea, and they go "through 
the flood on foot." 

Again, they come to the river Jordan. It over- 
flows all its banks. They have no means of crossing 
it. They are powerless by the side of its rolling: 
'torrent. But God is again their strength. The 
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" Ark of His strength " precedes them into tha 
waters ; the stream is divided, and all Israel passes 
" clean over Jordan." Their power, they . learned 
once more, was not in themselves, but in God. 

Once more they came to something quite dif- 
ferent. It is not a wild sea or a rapid river, but an 
immense and hitherto impregnable fortress, " walled 
up to heaven." They have no power of their own to 
take that city. But the power of God is again avail- 
able for them through faith ; and in answer to their 
shout — the expression of their confidence in Him — 
the arm of Jehovah is put forth, and the mighty, 
massive walls of Jericho lie even with the ground. 

Thus did successive difficulties reveal the weak- 
ness of Israel and the strength of the Lord, which 
was "made perfect" in that weakness. And such is 
the tistory of every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
You do not apprehend the almighty strength which 
ia yours in Him all at once. But as the difficulty 
arises, as the trial comes, as the temptation presents 
itself, you find that, looking imto Jesus, you have 
the needful strength in Him. 

And this, like the righteousness which you have ia 
Him, is a present blessing. " Surely shall one say, 
I have strength." Not I hope to have strength, but 
I have strength. As each moment comes I may say, 
I have got what I want : my righteousness is com- 
plete before God, my strength is perfect for every- 
thing He calls upon me to do. The Lord is my 
salvation, the Lord is my strength. 
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These two things comprise all that is needful for 
peace with God, and for a happy, holy, useful Chris- 
tian life. And mark this, they are joined together. 
You cannot separate them. God has only put the 
little conjunction " and " in between, and that does 
not separate but unites them. You pannot. have 
Christ as your strength unless you accept Him as 
your righteousness ; you cannot have Christ as your 
righteousness without having Him as your strength. 
There is nothing to prevent any one of you this 
afternoon from having a perfect righteousness before 
God, and the perfect strength in God to live the life 
which He requires you to live. You need not put it 
off to a future day, to the hour of sickness or to a 
time of life when you think you will be freer from 
difficulties, and have more strength of your own. 
He bids you trust yourself to Him for both, to 
accept His gift to you, even Jesus Christ the Lord. 
God is satisfied with Him as your surety and repre- 
sentative ; He has accepted Him in your stead. Will 
you take that Jesus to be yours ? Then, then only, 
but then " Surely, shall one say, In the Lord have I 
righteousness and strength!" 



IV. 



JUSTIFICATION AND JOT. 

" In the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justified and shall 

glory." — Isaiah xlv. 25. 

We come now to the fourth of the subjects an- 
nounced for consideration; and it may be as well 
thati before proceeding to dwell on the truths in the 
words I have read, I should for a few moments 
remind those of you who have been here on the 
previous occasions, or state for the information of 
those who have not, what the line of our study has 
been. 

We have seen in the 21st verse a description of 
the character of God in these two expressions, " a 
just God and a Saviour;" and how He has there 
revealed Himself to us as one perfectly just and 
holy, and yet exercising infinite compassion, and 
love, and mercy towards those who deserve His 
wrath. He has joined these two attributes of His 
together in this description by that little but im- 
portant word, "and." He has not only revealed 
Himself to us as a just God, and thus aroused our 
fears, but as a Saviour who invites our trust. He is 
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a just God, who has " condemned sin," according to 
the strict letter of His infinitely holy law. He is a 
Saviour, and He saves the sinner that trusts in Him, 
in perfect consistency with every requirement of His 
own character and government. Thus the salvation 
of the believer rests on the unalterable basis of 
the perfect justice and the perfect love of God; 
and that is a good, and the only good foundation. 
It is a rock under our feet that can never be 
moved. 

Then in the 22d verse we saw how God had joined 
two other things together— two things that related 
not to His own character, but to the way of salva- 
tion — ^in these words, "Look imto Me, and be ye 
saved." We saw that it was impossible to separate 
these things, which God has joined together ; that, 
on the one hand, if you want to be saved, it can 
only be by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ as your 
sacrifice, substitute, and Saviour; and that, on the 
other, if you do trust to Him, though your faith be 
ever so weak, yet still it is acconipanied by salva- 
tion. He has joined these two together, " looking " 
and "living." Thank God that He has made the 
way of salvation so plain, so easy, that every one, 
the youngest or simplest, may understand it ; that 
He has joined salvation to that one and only condi- 
tion of trusting in His dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom 
we call " Our Saviour." 

And then we looked at two other things which 
God haa joined together, as described in the 24th 
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verse, where the believer is regarded as being en* 
titled to say, " Surely in the Lord have I righteous- 
ness and strength." We saw there that these two 
privileges which he who believes in the Lord Jesus 
Christ possesses are all that he needs. He has a 
righteousness without flaw in the sight of God ; there 
is no stain or spot upon it, because it is Christ Him- 
self who is his righteousness. He is " made unto us 
righteousness," and the beHever in Him stands ac- 
cepted in the sight of God. But not only that, he 
has strength also. Not the one without the other. 
If I have Christ as mine, I have perfect righteous- 
ness; if I have Christ as mine, I have perfect 
strength — strength for all that God requires me to 
do or to suffer ; so that, with the Apostle Paul, every 
believer may say, " I can do all things in Christ who 
strengtheneth me." 

And now we come to the concluding verse of the 
chapter, and to the last part of our subject, in the 
words, " In the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be 
justified and shall glory;" or, as I have termed it, 
" Justification and Joy." 

In declaring that " in the Lord shall all the seed 
of Israel be justified," there is, no doubt, a repetition ^ 
of what was stated in the 24tii verse. It is much 
the same, though another word is used to describe 
it, as that which is called "righteousness" in the 
24th verse. Since, however, God never repeats a 
truth without cause, let us consider for a moment, 
before we pass on to the latter part of the verse> 
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what this "justification" means. It means not 
merely "pardon," but acquittal; it is tantamount 
to a verdict of " not guilty ; " it means that there is 
no charge against him who is justified. 

And this is true, and there is a good reason for its 
being true (for, remember, God never asks our assent 
to anything which is not reasonable, nor bids us trust 
in any declaration of His which is not perfectly logical 
and right) ; there is a good reason for its being true 
that "in the Lord all the seed of Israel shall be 
justified." It is true, because the believer is in 
Him, is one with Him who haa been justified. 

It may, however, be asked, how can Christ be 
said to have been justified? Surely He was 
always holy, always righteous, always just? Yes, 
no doubt that is true. "In Him was no sin;" but 
when He became the sinner's surety and substi- 
tute, He took the place of the unjust ; He took our 
sins upon Him, and waa " Toade sin for us." When 
He hung upon the cross, God entered into judgment 
with sin ; and thus He who was identified with sin, 
instead of being justified or treated as a just man, 
was treated as an unjust, or guilty man, and was con- 
demned. 

But He put our guilt away ; He laid it in the grave ; 
He endured the penalty of death for our sins ere 
God rolled away the stone from the grave, and raised 
Him up again. The door of the prison-house was 
opened by the hand of the Lawgiver and Judge, and 
He who went into it because of the sins which He 
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bore was released, and came out as the Justified 
One. 

In the words of Eoihans iv. i24, He "was delivered 
for our ofifences." It was for or "on account of" our 
offences that Jesus was delivered to death ; our sins 
were the cause of that death upon the cross. But 
the 2Sth verse says something more, viz., "He was 
raised again for (that is " on accoimt of") our 
justification ; which means that, having put away the 
sins of all who believe in Him, or that shall believe 
in Him to the end of time, they were justified 
because the penalty had been borne. As the 
release of Paul and Silas from prison by the ad- 
ministrators of the law at Philippi was the open 
evidence of their innocence, so the bringing out of 
Jesus from the place of condemnation declared that 
the law had no charge against those in whose stead 
He had been condemned. They were justified ; and 
it was because they were justified, or regarded as free 
from offence in the eye of the law — ^that is, it was 
''because of their justification" that Jesus was raised 
from the dead. Then we see how He who had been 
treated as the condemned one was justified, and how 
all who are in Him are also justified. It is not 
therefore only a pardon that I get in Christ, but it 
is an acquittal. The verdict upon me, as in Christ 
and one with Him, is " not guilty y As it is some- 
times said by the magistrate to an accused person 
when he is proved to be innocent, that he leaves the 
court without a stain upon his character^ so the 
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believer stands without a stain in the sight of God. 
He is justified. 

And look at this justification as it was described 
by the Apostle Paul when preaching at Antioch (Acts 
xiii 38, 39) : " Be it known unto you, therefore, men 
and brethren," he there says, " that through this Man 
is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins ; and by 
Him all that believe are jiistified frcrni all things, 
from which ye could not be justified by the law of 
Moses." 

There are two things specially stated there. First, 
that it is a present justification : " all that believe in 
Him are justified," The justification that the be- 
liever has in Christ is not something that is to take 
place when he dies, nor after a certain course of good 
living. It is a present fact. The moment you trust 
in the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour, your sub- 
stitute, you " are justified." You have not to wait one 
second ; it is as immediate as the life that came to 
the dying Israelite when he looked at the serpent ; 
"when he looked he lived." Every other religion 
but God's religion postpones the justification. All 
religion of works, all religion of ceremonies, every- 
thing that makes it depend upon something that we 
are to do, must necess'arily postpone it till that some- 
thing is done. But God's religion is that of the 
simple reception of His gift by faith, so that when 
you trust in Jesus you are justified. 

But, secondly, it is stated that the justification is 
not only present, but complete. " Justified from all 
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things from which they could not be justified by 
th6 law of Moses." Justified from all things ; that 
is to say, that every sin is gone and taken away 
and pardoned ; and the believer is completely free. 
There is no stain left ; there is no imputation of 
unrighteousness; there is no charge brought against 
him. What a glorious proclamation is this! No 
wonder the Apostle said in the beginning, "We 
declare unto you glad tidings." No wonder 
that he asks those triumphant questions, "Who 
shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect ? 
Who is he that condemneth ? " when he can 
immediately answer them by the glorious truth, 
"It is God that justifieth. It is Christ that died, 
yea rather^ that is risen again, who is even at 
the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession 
for us." He looks forward to the day when the 
secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed, when every- 
thing shall be made known, when the whole Lives of 
men, their thoughts, and words, and deeds, shall be 
made manifest before the judgment-seat of Christ. 
And yet, he says, "Who is he that condemneth? 
Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect ? " 
God has put the sins of the believer behind His back, 
and those whom God has justified shall never come 
into condemnation, for " he that believeth in Jesus 
hath everlasting life." 

The justification, then, of them that trust in Christ 
is present, perfect, and everlasting. Are you able to say, 
"Thank God, this justification is mine?" I would 
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leseech you, to whom I have the privilege of speak- 
ing for the last time this season, and perhaps for ever, 
do not rest a moment till you know your sins are 
pardoned. You are in imminent danger of eternal 
ruin till you take Christ, for ias there is no condemna- 
tion to them that are in Christ, so there is no salva- 
tion to those that are out of Christ. Eest not till 
you are able to say, as you may say when you 
trust in Him, " In the Lord have I righteousness." 

But we find that God has joined something more 
to righteousness ; not only strength, but glory ; for in 
" the Lord shall aU the seed of Israel be justified and 
shall glory." There are several senses in which we 
may understand this expression. For one thing, it 
describes the joy of the people of God; while, for 
another, it may be explained in the sense of triumph- 
ing or boasting. Let us consider this last meaning 
first. 

It is a very common accusation against what 
are called the " dangerous doctrines " of justification 
by faith and the assurance of salvation, that they 
lead to presumption, that they are practically a set- 
ting up of one's self, a laying claim to more than 
other people have attained — ^in other words, that 
they exhibit self-righteousness. Now, it is impos- 
sible to show a greater ignorance of the truth than 
by such charges, for instead of the believer's 
laying claim to be better than others, he acknow- 
ledges himself to be worse; instead of settmg himself 
up for better than others, he takes a lower place ; 
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instead of its being presumption, it is simple faith- — 
taking God at His word. The believer has nothing 
to boast of, any more than a criminal who receives 
the Queen's pardon. That pardon is an act of grace, 
and the man who comes out of prison, and who tells 
others that he has been pardoned, is not boasting of 
anything he has done or deserved ; on the contrary, 
he only magnifies the royal clemency. All his state- 
nient is that he deserved the gallows, but that he has 
received a pardon ; there is no boasting of self. And 
so, in the case of the pardoned sinner, we find the 
Apostle saying, " Where is boasting, then ? It is 
excluded. By what law ? Of works ? Nay, but by 
the law of faith" (Eom. iii. 27). There is no room 
for boasting in self, then. Yet there is to be boast- 
ing in Christ, for " in the Lord shall all the seed of 
Israel be justified and shall glory!* It is of His 
work, not mine ; of His obedience, not mine ; of His 
having done the best He could, not of my having 
done my best, that I am commanded to boast. Thus 
there is ground for boasting, for triumphing, in God, 
but none for boasting of myself, and the charge 
of presumption or self-righteousness falls to the 
ground. 

These are days when people do boast very much, 
some of their connections and their position in the 
world, others of their riches, others of their beauty, 
their strength, their dress, their talents or powers, &c. 
Now God gives us something to boast of, without 
flattery to ourselves or the indulgence of human 
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pride. " Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise maii^ 
glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man 
glory in his might ; let not the rich man glory in 
his riches; but let him that glorieth glory in this, 
that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am 
the Lord which exercise loving-kindness, judgment,, 
and righteousness in the earth, for in these things I 
delight, saith the Lord" (Jer. ix. 23, 24). He 
says, " Glory in Me." Many are ready to glory in 
religion, in fastings, ceremonies, vestments, services, 
music, and architecture, but not in God. 

The world does not think much of those who glory 
in Christ ; it says they are weak-minded people. It 
rather despises a person who speaks about Jesus, and 
calls it " cant." But there is great glory in being one 
with Christ, in being able to say, "God is my 
God, Jesus is my Saviour, heaven is my home, the 
unsearchable riches of Christ are mine." Glory in 
that, and you have something to glory in. Salva- 
tion by faith leaves you no room for glorying in 
yourself, your works, or your religion. 

If you could ask Paul, the mighty apostle, 
the energetic worker, the effectual preacher, how it 
was he got into heaven, he would tell you he got 
there by Christ — Christ's blood and righteousness. 
He would not say anything about the best that he had 
done. And if you said, " But did you not do a great 
and wonderful work on earth ? " he would, doubtless, 
bid you put it all out of sight, and not mention it, 
except as bringing glory to Christ. 
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If you were to ask the great multitude who stand 
before the throne, clothed with white robes, and 
with palms in their hands, how came they there, 
would they, think you, tell of anything they had 
done ? Not for a moment. All that they did was 
to wash their robes and make them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. In other words, they came to 
Jesus as sinners for forgiveness, and they would 
say to you, " All the glorious salvation which we now 
enjoy came to us as the gift of God. We had no 
hand in it; it was not our prayers, or fastings, or 
works, or religious duties, or anything of ours. Jesus 
brought us here ; all the glory be to Him ; salvation 
to our God who sitteth upon the throne, and to the 
Lamb ! " Yes ! believer, you may boast of that ; it is 
lawful for you to triumph in Christ ; it is commanded 
TWito you to glory in the God of your salvation. 
You may boast of Him ; and if you boast in any- 
thing else, though it be in the reputation of the most 
earnest devotee, you will have to trample it all in 
the dust, and count it but loss for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus your Lord. 

But to glory in the Lord implies, as I said, more 
than to triumph in Him ; it means that we are also to 
rejoice and be glad in Him. And that is no small pri- 
vilege. God might have made religion a very gloomy 
tiling, as indeed a great many people think it is. 
He might have said, " I shall perhaps save you at 
the end of your life, but until that happiness is yours 
for certain you cannot be permitted to rejoice. You 
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must be gloomy and miserable now; you must chant 
misereres, and wear the funereal garb of the religious 
orders. Eeligion may make you happy hereafter, 
but not here; you must not have any joy now." 

But that is not the way of our God. Why, He has 
filled the Bible with commands to be happy. We are 
to "rejoice in Christ Jesus." Being "reconciled to 
God by the death of His Son, we joy in God, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now re- 
ceived the atonement." If you have received the 
atonement you will be glad. The moment you trust 
in Jesus intelligently, and understand the glorious 
consequences of faith in Him, then you shall also 
joy in God ; and this is a joy which can never end. 
People talk about " a thing of beauty and a joy for 
ever," and they give that name to some passing glory 
of the world— to something which must soon perish. 
But when you have got God to rejoice in, you have 
an inexhaustible fountain of joy. You can then say 
with the prophet Habakkuk, " Although the fig-tree 
shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines ; 
the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall 
yield no meat ; the flock shall be cut off from the 
fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls ; yet I 
will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my 
salvation." 

. And there is one other meaning of the word 
" glory," which, if even not the primary meaning of 
the word in the original, may yet be derived from 
the. English version. He who is justified in Christ 



JUSTIFICATION AND JOY. 6$ 

ishall also be glorified iu Him. God has joined 
justification and glorification together in His pur- 
pose, and He will most surely carry it out. There 
is an interval between the two in the history of the 
believer. He is justified when he believes in Jesus ; 
he is glorified when Jesus comes for him. But 
though there is that interval in his personal history, 
it makes no break in the chain of God's purpose and 
arrangements ; and so in the 8th of Eomans St. Paul 
brings them both close together, without even an 
" and" between, and says, in the 30th verse, " Whom 
He justified, them He also glorified!' He speaks of 
it as a thing done, because it is God who is the doer 
of it, and there can be no hindrance to the- accom- 
plishment of God's purpose. There may be delay, 
there may be a season of waiting before it is ful- 
filled ; but it must be accomplished if God has pro- 
mised it. 

What a ray of brightness this ought to shed on 
every believer's Kfe, knowing, as he does, that even 
if his path lie through tribulation, glory is his in the 
end ! " Being justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, and rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God " (Eom. v. i, 2). 

Thus we have seen the last of the " things which 
God has joined together." And we have seen that 
while "redemption" is joined to "righteousness," 
" living " to " looking," " pardon " to '' power," and 
"joy" to "justification," all are connected, and 
united together in Christ. What a glorious union ! 

E 
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If Christ is yours, all are yours, and "ye are com- 
plete in Him." 

But let us consider, before I close, who they are 
who are the happy possessors of such unsearchable 
riches. For it is of infinite importance that we 
should be quite certain whether we come within the 
terms in which they are defined, and we need not 
travel far to discover it. They are described in the 
very verse at which we are looking this afternoon. 
They are spoken of as " all the seed of Israel" Now 
this name refers of course primarily to the literal 
descendants of Abraham, and the time is coming 
when it must have its literal fulfilment, when " all 
Israel shaU be saved." But in the present dispensa- 
tion it has another meaning, and describes those who 
have the faith of Abraham, those who trust in Jesus 
Christ ; for it is written " If ye be Christ's, then are 
ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the pro- 
mise " (GaL iii. 29). 

Can you trace your genealogy ? That is the ques- 
tion. You will remember that those who were 
not able to trace their genealogy were "put from 
the priesthood as polluted" (Ezra ii. 62). They 
could not "show their father's house and their 
pedigree, whether they were of Israel" (ver. 59)* 
Can you show yours ? Can you prove your relation- 
ship to Jesus Christ, and thus establish your claim 
as of this " seed of IsraeL" If not, all the religious 
privileges you enjoy, and aU the ordinances of which 
you are probably partakers, will be of no avail 
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Have you taken Christ as your Saviour? If so, 
then He is yours, and you are His, and all these 
glorious promises that we have spoken of as we have 
met together here are yours — ^yours now, and yours 
for ever. For that which God has joined together 
no man can put asunder. " Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ ? " "I am persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things present, nor 'things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 
be able to separate us from the love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord " (Eom. viii. 38, 39). 

"THANKS BE UNTO GOD FOE HIS UN- 
SPEAKABLE GIFT." 



THE END. 
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